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MATT WILSON          Years at Ballarat Grammar: 2004 - 2009

What Art and Design subject(s) did you study when you attended Ballarat Grammar?
 My	two	Art	and	Design	VCE	subjects	were	Visual	Communications	and	Art	(Painting	and	Drawing)

What did you enjoy about these subjects?
 I	enjoyed	the	freedom	I	generally	had	to	pursue	my	artistic	interests.	For	Vis	Com,	I	explored	typography	in	particular,		
	 and	Painting/Drawing	I	explored	oil	painting	particularly	inspired	by	early	20th	Century	Australian	tonalists.

What skills do you believe you gained from studying these subjects?
 I	think	I	gained	a	much	deeper	understanding	of	the	intricacies	and	typography	from	Vis	Com.	With	Art	I	began		 	
	 developing	an	ability	to	critique	and	write	about	artwork	through	series	of	essays	we	completed	for	our	coursework			
 component. And I learnt how to paint with oil!

What did you create in your Art and Design subject(s) which you are most proud of?
 I think I’m most proud of my portfolios, in both subjects. I’ve still kept them and enjoy looking back at them every   
	 now	and	then.	I’ve	also	still	got	some	of	the	paintings	I	worked	on	up	in	my	house	which	is	nice	-	I	struggle	to	find	to			
 paint today!

What were your biggest achievements in Art and Design when you were at Ballarat Grammar?
  I	think	probably	some	of	my	larger	paintings	were	the	most	significant	achievements	I	made	-	in	particular	a		 	
 seascape after a Gustav Courbet work which taught me a lot about how (surprisingly!) challenging clouds a   
 are to paint!

What was one of the most valuable things you learnt during your time in the Beckworth?
 I think probably seeing the formation of art and design as part of an ever-evolving process. Developing a portfolio   
 revealed this strongly, and it was immensely satisfying at the end of the year to be able to look back over    
 the portfolio to see gradual development over time.

What do you do now?
 I work as an architect in a Melbourne-based practice, specialising in healthcare infrastructure.

What are your major achievements since leaving Ballarat Grammar?
 Studying architecture and obtaining my architectural registration here in Victoria. I then went on to study another   
	 Master’s	degree	on	Emergency	Architecture	in	Barcelona	in	2018	and	am	just	beginning	a	PhD	through	the		 	 	
 same institution on how architecture and design can best support long-term post-disaster recovery with a   
 particular focus on healthcare infrastructure.

Would you suggest studying an Art and Design subject in Year 12?
 I	would	highly	recommend	it.	I	think	it	provides	great	balance	to	VCE,	even	if	you’re	not	100%	sure	you	want	to	work	in		
 a creative industry. 

Would you suggest the creative arts as a career?
 Yes	I	would,	although	be	aware	it	involves	work,	particularly	in	a	field	like	Architecture	-	it’s	definitely	not	an	‘easy’		 	
 option. But if it’s something you’re passionate about, absolutely go for it! I love what I do, and feel very blessed!


